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Furthermore, this motion unjustly deters the

Conferees efforts to resolve funding levels for
conservation and research programs. This mo-
tion claims to increase conservation programs
as if it is a new idea, when, in fact, the Con-
ferees have already allotted an eighty-percent
increase in funding.

I urge my colleagues to reject this unneces-
sary and disruptive motion and to stand aside
and let the Conferees continue their hard work
on the conference committee.
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IN SUPPORT OF THE COMMISSION
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL GOLD
MEDAL ON BEHALF OF DR.
DOROTHY I. HEIGHT

HON. DIANE E. WATSON
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 18, 2002
Ms. WATSON of California. Mr. Speaker, for

two hundred and twenty-six years, the United
States Congress has expressed its highest re-
gard for exemplary and extraordinary accom-
plishments by awarding the Congressional
Gold Medal to its most outstanding citizens. It
is now time to include among these laureates
Dr. Dorothy Height, lifelong social worker,
internationally known and respected human
rights activist, who celebrated her 90th birth-
day earlier this year.

Dorothy Height, whose public service career
spans over 65 years, has created an enviable
legacy of advocacy and leadership in the
cause of social justice for the whole nation,
and particularly in her advocacy for the needs
and rights of women, children, and families.
She has constantly inspired others, from the
poor to world leaders, to achieve at the high-
est level. As an advisor to Presidents through
their First Ladies, Dr. Height has effected sig-
nificant change in the lives of not only African-
American women, but all women and their
loved ones. She counseled Eleanor Roosevelt
and prodded President Eisenhower to deseg-
regate the nation’s schools. She pressed
President Johnson to appoint black women to
sub-cabinet posts. As one of the ‘‘Big Six’’ civil
rights leaders, she was the only woman at the
table when Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and
others made plans for the civil rights move-
ment.

Dr. Height’s many achievements and her
distinguished service to the Nation and world
has earned her over 50 awards and honors
from local and State governments as well as
the Federal Government, including the fol-
lowing:

In 1965, she received the John F. Kennedy
Memorial Award from the National Council of
Jewish Women.

For her contributions in interfaith, interracial
and ecumenical movements for over thirty
years, she was awarded the Ministerial Inter-
faith Association Award in 1969.

In 1968, she received the Lovejoy Award,
the highest recognition by the Grand Lodge.
Elks of the World for outstanding contribution
to human relations.

In 1974, Ladies Home Journal named her
‘‘Woman of the Year’’ in recognition of her
work for human rights;

The Congressional Black Caucus presented
her with the William L. Dawson Award for dec-
ades of public service to people of color and
particularly women.

For her tireless efforts on behalf of the less
fortunate, President Ronald Reagan presented
Dr. Height the Citizens Medal Award for distin-
guished service in 1989, the year she also re-
ceived the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Free-
dom Medal from the Franklin and Eleanor
Roosevelt Institute.

In 1994, President Bill Clinton presented her
with the Presidential Medal of Freedom
Award.

Other awards include:
1993 Springarn Medal from the NAACP;
1993 Induction into the National Women’s

Hall of Fame;
1990 Oleander Foundation’s Generous

Heart Award;
1990 Camille Cosby World of Children

Award;
1987 Essence Award;
1990 Steller Award.
Dorothy Height has sought no reward, be-

cause her monumental achievements were
comfort and compensation enough. But this
Congress and the nation owe her a debt of
gratitude and should commission a Gold
Medal for all her contributions. In her own
words, ‘I want to be remembered as someone
who used herself and anything she could
touch to work for justice and freedom. I want
to be remembered as one who tried.’

It is with knowledge of your enthusiastic
support of these noble causes that we re-
spectfully request your endorsement of this
measure. Please contact Alice Holmes at
202–225–7086.
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ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 54TH
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Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong
support of the State of Israel and join in send-
ing our good wishes to the people of Israel, on
occasion of Israel’s 54th year of independ-
ence. Regrettably, commemoration of this im-
portant milestone comes at one of the darkest
and most isolated points in Israel’s 54-year
history. All over Israel, the traditional
celebratory activities have been canceled due
to increased security risks due to an unprece-
dented wave of suicide bombings that has
struck almost every corner of the country
since the intifada commenced.

Mr. Speaker, every year Israelis stand and
memorialize the soldiers who have given their
lives so that Israelis can continue to live free
in their land, and the next day Israelis cele-
brate their independence. It is no coincidence
that Israel’s Memorial Day and Independence
Day are observed side-by-side. For far too
many years in Israel’s history, death and inde-
pendence have been inexorably linked. Only
on Independence Day during the nearly disas-
trous Yom Kippur War of 1973 do Israelis re-
call being so threatened, and even then the
fighting was among soldiers at the front who
could be reasonably certain their wives and
children were not in imminent danger.

Mr. Speaker, in a recently-published poll
conducted by Israel’s largest daily newspaper,
Yediot Aharonot, 53% Israelis said they would
be afraid to celebrate Independence Day in an

open public place and definitely would not do
so. Living with the threat of terror is a new re-
ality for America after September 11th. Israelis
have had to live with the threat of violence al-
most every day, which has intensified since
January 2002.

Mr. Speaker, the breakdown of the peace
process in the Middle East and the recent es-
calation of violence should be a matter of
great concern to the United States. The United
States’ close friendship with Israel dates back
to May 14, 1948, when President Harry S.
Truman announced our recognition of this new
nation, within moments of its declaring inde-
pendence. Since that time, the United States
has, time-and-again, offered its support to
Israel in its struggle to survive and has played
in advancing the peace process. As history
has shown, strong U.S. leadership, particularly
from the President, is necessary if there is to
be any progress toward Mideast peace. That
is why Presidents Nixon, Ford, Carter,
Reagan, Bush, Clinton and now Bush, have all
involved themselves in the quest for an end to
the conflict. Today, the challenge is to help
guide Israel and its Palestinian neighbors back
on the path for peace.

Mr. Speaker, on this important day, I think
it is instructive to look back at what the late
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin said,
when he received his Nobel Peace Prize in
1994, to understand Israel’s struggle for
peace. ‘‘We will pursue the course of peace
with determination and fortitude. We will not
let up. We will not give in. Peace will triumph
over all its enemies, because the alternative is
grimmer for us all. And we will prevail.’’

Mr. Speaker, my greatest hope for Israel on
it’s 54th Day of Independence is the realiza-
tion of its greatest hope—to live in peace with
its neighbors with security for its people.

f
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday,
thousands of American citizens will gather in
Washington, DC to challenge the open-ended
war the United States is now waging. They
are right to do so, and the broader American
public would do well to listen.

Congress authorized a police action to ap-
prehend the conspirators behind the Sep-
tember 11 attack. Congress did not declare
war because the President did not ask Con-
gress to declare war. Yet, the Administration is
conducting itself as if it were engaged in a de-
clared war, sending military special operations
forces to many new countries and ramping up
defense spending. The Administration’s budg-
et contains real, inflation-adjusted spending in-
creases only for military spending. Non-military
spending is projected to remain flat, and fund-
ing for many important programs is decreased,
in spite of growing unmet needs. The list of
national priorities from which the Administra-
tion has taken away federal funds includes
education, housing for the elderly, health care,
and transportation.

This war footing will ultimately make the
world a more dangerous place. Already, the
Administration has derailed efforts to negotiate
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